
The Parker B. Francis Fellowships In Pulmonary Research

The goal of the Parker B. Francis Fellowship Program of the Francis Family Foundation is to exert 

a favorable and lasting influence on the field of pulmonary medicine by providing the means to 

support promising young physicians and scientists for a period of training in research. Since 1976, 

the Parker B. Francis Fellowship Program has provided more than $68 million in support of career 

development for more than 880 M.D. and Ph.D. scientists embarking on careers in clinical, laboratory 

or translational science in Pulmonary, Critical Care and Sleep Medicine. The PBF Fellowship provides 

important support at a key transition point in the careers of new scientists who will benefit patients 

with lung diseases through innovative research. 

In 2020, Fellows will receive $225,000 over three years to support research with experienced mentors in 

many diverse areas of research related to lung biology, critical illness and control of breathing. Past PBF 

Fellows have become international leaders in all aspects of Pulmonary, Critical Care and Sleep Medicine. 

F E L L O W S H I P  P R O G R A M

Sponsored by the Francis Family Foundation, 2020 

www.francisfellowships.org

Left to right: David D. Fuller, PhD (Mentor and 2001 PBF Fellow) and Mai K. ElMallah, MD (2012 PBF Fellow) University of Florida; Elena A. Goncharova, PhD 
(2008 PBF Fellow) and Reynold A. Panettieri, Jr., MD (Mentor and 1989 PBF Fellow) University of Pennsylvania; and, Curtis H. Weiss, MD (2011 PBF 
Fellow) and Jacob I. Sznajder, MD (Mentor) Northwestern University

Additional program information on PBF Fellows productivity and career data:
Martin TR, et al. Am J Respir Crit Care Med 2012;185:479-485

http://www.francisfellowships.org/images/1-PBF%20AJRCCM%20Paper-3%2012.pdf

www.francisfellowships.org



P B F  F E L L O W S H I P  P R O G R A M  O F F I C E

POLLY E. PARSONS, M.D., Chair and PBF Fellowship Program Scientific Director
E.L. Amidon, Chair and Professor of Medicine
Robert M. Larner, M.D., College of Medicine at the University of Vermont
Medicine Health Care Service Leader
University of Vermont Medical Center

LAURIE A. ST. GELAIS, PBF Fellowship Program Administrator
Tel: 802-847-5451, Email: Laurie.St.Gelais@uvmhealth.org

2 0 2 0  C O U N C I L  O F  S C I E N T I F I C  A D V I S O R S

POLLY E. PARSONS, M.D., Chair and PBF Fellowship Program Scientific Director
JASON H.T. BATES, Ph.D., DSc, University of Vermont
J. RANDALL CURTIS, M.D., M.P.H., University of Washington
TINA V. HARTERT, M.D., M.P.H., Vanderbilt University School of Medicine
THOMAS J. MARIANI, Ph.D., University of Rochester
IRINA PETRACHE, M.D., National Jewish Health
CHAD STEELE, Ph.D., Tulane University
VICTOR J. THANNICKAL, M.D., University of Alabama at Birmingham
BERNARD THEBAUD, M.D., Ph.D., University of Ottawa

The Parker B. Francis Fellowship Program is sponsored by the

FRANCIS FAMILY FOUNDATION, KANSAS CITY, MO
800 West 47th Street, Suite 717, Kansas City, MO  64112  
Tel:  816-531-0077,  Fax: 816-531-8810

PBF Fellowship administrative/financial questions should be referred to:

SHARI HOCKENBERY, CMP, Grants Program Manager 
Email: shari@francisfoundation.org 

“  The PBF fellowship was critical to my career development, offering protective time 
to explore new collaborations and funding opportunities while also bolstering my 
publication record, which made me a more attractive grant applicant.”

MOLLY FRANKE, SCD, Associate Professor
Harvard Medical School 

(PBF CLASS OF 2011)

2 0 2 0  A W A R D E E S

PARKER B. FRANCIS FELLOWS – CLASS OF 2020
FELLOW MENTOR INSTITUTION

MICHAELA ANDERSON, M.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R. GRAHAM BARR, M.D., Ph.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . .Columbia University Medical Center

RAGHU CHIVUKULA, M.D., Ph.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . DAVID M. SABATINI, M.D., Ph.D. . . . . . . . . . . .Massachusetts General Hospital

ADAM HABER, Ph.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JEFFREY J. FREDBERG, Ph.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Harvard School of Public Health

CHAO HE, M.D., Ph.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A. BRENT CARTER, M.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .University of Alabama at Birmingham

MEGAN HOSEY, Ph.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . DALE M. NEEDHAM, M.D., Ph.D. . . . . . . . . . . . Johns Hopkins University

CRYSTAL NORTH, M.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . DAVID C. CHRISTIANI, M.D., M.P.H.  . . . . . . . .  Massachusetts General Hospital/Harvard 
Medical School

LOKESH SHARMA, Ph.D.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . CHARLES S. DELA CRUZ, M.D., M.P.H. . . . . . .Yale University

KELLY SHEPARDSON, Ph.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . AGNIESZKA RYNDA-APPLE, Ph.D. . . . . . . . . . .Montana State University

DRAGOS VASILESCU, Ph.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JAMES C. HOGG, M.D., Ph.D.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .University of British Columbia

XIAOYI YUAN, Ph.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . HOLGER K. ELTZSCHIG, M.D., Ph.D. . . . . . . . . .  The University of Texas Health Center  
at Houston

PARKER B. FRANCIS JO RAE WRIGHT AWARD FOR SCIENTIFIC EXCELLENCE
Awarded annually to a recent graduate of the PBF Fellowship Program whose research shows exceptional creativity and promise and who has 
demonstrated outstanding mentoring and professional leadership qualities

JONATHAN KROPSKI, M.D. — Vanderbilt University Medical Center

PARKER B. FRANCIS LECTURER – INTERNATIONAL AMERICAN THORACIC SOCIETY MEETING
Awarded to former PBF Fellows who are internationally recognized for their outstanding contributions to scientific research and teaching

DAVID GOZAL, M.D., M.B.A., Ph.D. (HON) — University of Missouri School of Medicine
 

See PBF FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM website — WWW.FRANCISFELLOWSHIPS.ORG  — for a complete listing 
of current and past PBF Fellowship Program …

• Scientific Directors
• Members of the PBF Council of Scientific Advisors
• Fellows
• Special Awardees and Sponsored Lecturers


