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MESSAGE FROM THE  
ASSEMBLY CHAIR 
 

 

Dear Assembly Colleagues, 

 

It has been my honor and pleasure to serve as 

Chair of the Allergy, Immunology and Inflam-

mation Assembly (AII) of the American Tho-

racic Society (ATS) this past year.  As Chair, I 

have discovered a large cadre of inspiring peo-

ple in AII.  The AII Assembly has over 3000 

members, and is the third largest assembly 

overall in the ATS, and the largest ATS as-

sembly with a significant proportion of basic and clinical researchers.   We 

are also perhaps the most geographically diverse, boasting almost 50% inter-

national members.  This is in part due to our organization-leading efforts in 

supporting international trainees to attend the ATS annual meeting.  The phil-

anthropic nature of our Assembly is also evident through our ability to raise 

enough money to fund two new ATS research grants.  We came within a 

hairôs breath (within 1%) of raising the most money of any Assembly.  I per-

sonally thank all the members that contributed and will do all I can to get us 

over the top next year. 

 

This was a year for growth in several areas.  These include international con-

ference programming, faculty/fellow mentoring, web-based journal clubs and 

the AII Asthma website update.  Structured collaborative efforts over the past 

4 years with the RSF and RCMB assemblies, has generated the SCIENCE 

CORE and SCIENTIFIC BREAKTHROUGHS OF THE YEAR sessions.  

Many thanks go out to Drs. Greg Downey and Jeff Curtis for spearheading 

this effort for our assembly.   Most notably, we should give thanks to the Sci-

entific Program Committee Chairs, Drs. Angela Haczku and Anne Sperling 

and the entire Program Committee as we weathered a complete revamping of 

the programming methodology for the International Conference.  Through 

their efforts, over 700 abstracts were reviewed and programmed. The overall 

programming this year was done in a more collaborative manner than ever 

before.  These efforts ensured that the best overall program is put forth for the 

members of the ATS.  To date we have had a very robust, and above ex-

pected, registration from attendees and industry support for the San Francisco 

conference.  This  bodes well for the conference as a whole. I encourage all 

(Continued on page 2) 
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 of you to visit the Science and Innovation Center during the conference to relax, meet colleagues, recharge with 

refreshments, and listen to award-winning presentations of interest to our members.  This year, a number of our 

members have been recognized with ATS-wide keynote presentations and other ATS-wide awards.  As a further 

example of cross-assembly collaboration, please remember to register for the joint AII/RCMB reception to net-

work with new and old friends and colleagues (http://www.thoracic.org/members/assemblies/assemblies/aii/news/

assembly-reception.php).  As this event is supported solely by ticket purchase and our own assembliesô philanthro-

py, please consider contributing financial support to the join AII/RCMB Assembly Dinner and Reception to help 

sponsor trainees.  Such efforts will ensure the ongoing success of our assembly by bringing in future members 

(Link: https://www.thoracic.org/members/assemblies/about/assembly-donations.php). 

Based upon our leading mentor-matching program spearheaded by the ever-enthusiastic Early Career Profession-

als Working Group, the mentoring program this year has gone ATS wide. The planning committee, led by Dr. An-

gela Rogers, has had a banner year.  A large number of AII-initiated and AII-partnered projects were approved.   

This is a vital assembly and ATS mission.  Please be confident that the ATS leadership is working hard to improve 

the efficiency of the submission/approval/publication process, while maintaining the clinical practice impact, and 

the intellectual rigor. As such, I encourage you to submit new ideas for projects and documents to the planning 

committee (web site- http://www.thoracic.org/members/assemblies/about/project-application.php).  

We have expanded our web-based journal clubs, led by Dr. Praveen Akuthota.  This is an exciting area of growth 

for our Assembly as we have engaged both senior authors/experts and the junior presenters in both formal presen-

tations of the work, and in free online Q and A sessions.  The journal clubs are now archived and can serve as edu-

cational tools going forward.  In order to update the AII-based asthma website, Dr. Mark Aronica has led a team of 

US and international experts to define novel and timely topics in asthma and present and discuss illustrative cases. 

These too are archived, will be updated on an ongoing basis and contain important links to other asthma ïrelated 

information.  In conclusion, I look forward to working with and serving the AII membership in the exciting year 

ahead.  

The primary responsibility of the AII Planning Committee is to review and prioritize Assembly Projects. Examples 

of recent AII-supported Assembly Projects include the International ERS/ATS guidelines on definition, evaluation 

and treatment of severe asthma, published in the ERJ in 2014, and an ATS guideline on exercise-induced broncho-

constriction published in the AJRCCM in 2013. In addition to these types of guideline statements, the ATS also 

supports workshop reports and research or policy statements.  Recent AII-supported workshops focused on obesi-

ty, asthma in the elderly, health disparities, and metabolomics/proteomics.   

 

The major focus of our Planning Committee is to encourage and support submissions of new AII project pro-

posals, we can help you with proposals directly, pre-submission, and put you in contact with substantial infrastruc-

ture available from ATS to support projects.  In 2015, we were thrilled to have 4 primary AII proposals submitted 

for review.   If you have an idea, now is the time to email to discuss, and we can help support you in the submis-

sion process, even before the initial deadline in ~July-August.  

 

If you are interested in becoming more involved in your Assembly and want to serve on the AII Planning Commit-

tee, feel free to email me, ajrogers@stanford.edu and we can discuss how to get involved. There will also be a sign 

up sheet at this yearôs Assembly meeting for people interested in serving on the Planning Committee. It is exciting 

to work with ATS to develop and then fund worthy projects that move forward research and clinical care in pul-

monary and critical care medicine.  

MESSAGE FROM THE  ASSEMBLY CHAIR (Continued) 
 

Update from Planning Committee 
Angela Rogers, MD, MPH - Chair  
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 On behalf of the Program Committee I am proud to report completion of an outstanding program for the 2016 

ATS Annual Conference. This was due to the superb program proposal submissions from our Assembly Members, 

the new abstract submission and organization system (implemented this year) and our excellent and enthusiastic 

program committee members. The AII program committee for the 2015-2016 cycle included 40 members from 

around the world who provided rich expertise in the broad scientific and clinical topic areas spanning the range of 

interests in the AII assembly. Over the summer, our group worked together to propose and program major sympo-

sia, sunrise seminars, meet the professor sessions, and post-graduate courses. The AII program committee again 

worked closely with all the other assemblies to co-sponsor a large number of programs. Further, with the RCMB 

and RSF program committees we co-sponsored this yearôs SCIENCE CORE sessions. 

Together, the program committee reviewed and programmed 737 abstracts. These abstracts were pro-

grammed into 6 mini-symposia, 7 poster discussion sessions, and 26 thematic poster sessions. We received a large 

number of outstanding late breaking abstracts and were able to program 34 of them into Poster Discussion and 

Thematic Poster sessions. Over 100 colleagues agreed to help in chairing sessions, serving as featured speakers, or 

as facilitators at this yearôs thematic poster sessions. We invited a mix of junior and more established colleagues in 

most sessions with broad international representation. On average, we invited one facilitator for 8 abstracts in the 

thematic poster sessions to ensure that each presenter will have ample opportunity to interact with experts in the 

field and that the facilitators have manageable commitments.  

It has been my honor and privilege to chair the program committee this past year. I would like to thank the 

Program Committee members for all of their enthusiasm and hard work. Their work and dedication will assure 

ATS 2016 to be a great success. Dr. Anne Sperling has been wonderful to work with this year as our assembly pro-

gram committee chair-elect. I am certain that the Program Committee is in great hands as she assumes its leader-

ship in May. Dr. Sperling is already assembling the Program Committee for next year and would appreciate hear-

ing from you if you have any suggestions for improving the process. We are always looking for dedicated and en-

thusiastic members for the Program Committee, please contact Dr. Sperling, who will maintain a list of interested 

individuals.  

Please remember that is never too early to start building our conference program for 2017. If you are an 

AII Member and would like to be part of developing and shaping the AII Program for future conferences, there are 

several ways to get involved. The Call for Proposals for Scientific Symposia, PG Courses, Sunrise SeminarËs and 

Meet the Professor Sessions for ATS 2017 will appear shortly after the ATS 2016 conference (at the beginning of 

June 2016), so please submit your best ideas and feel free to circulate beforehand. Putting together a successful 

program benefits from the participation of all the assembly members, the program committee, experts in the field, 

and the outstanding ATS annual meeting staff! Please join us in this effort.  

Lastly, Anne and I would like to thank the ATS annual meeting staff. They do an outstanding job every 

year on coordinating the entire process. It is their expertise, experience, guidance, and dedication that assure the 

tradition of excellence that we have come to expect from the annual meeting.  

 

I hope you enjoy ATS 2016 and I look forward to seeing you in San Francisco!  

Update from Program Committee Chair 
Angela Haczku, MD, PhD - Chair & Anne I. Sperling, PhD- Chair Elect  
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5ом bh±9[ a9/I!bL{a{ hC ![[9wD¸ !b5 !Lw²!¸ LbC[!aa!¢Lhb  фΥлл !a оΥол ta 

5он tb9¦ahbL! фΥлл !a оΥол ta 

5оо wh[9 hC h·L5!¢L±9 {¢w9{{ Lb LbC[!aa!¢Lhb фΥлл !a оΥол ta 

5оп {!w/hL5h{L{ фΥлл !a оΥол ta 

5ор {9t{L{Υ Lbb!¢9 Laa¦b9 a9/I!bL{a{  фΥлл !a оΥол ta 
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Update from Web Committee  
Matthew C. Exline MPH, MD  - Chair  

Early Career Professionals Working Group Report  
 

Megan N. Ballinger, PhD & Beth Besecker, MD; Co-Chairs  

Mentoring Program 

In the past year, the AII Web Committee participated with the entire ATS Web Committee in a redesign of 

the ATS website that has made the site considerably more user friendly and easier to find assembly information. 

This year, we pulled back from having assembly specific social media (Twitter and Facebook) and have deferred 

most assembly announcements to the main ATS twitter feed due to itôs higher number of followers (~ 11,000). 

We will however, be tweeting during the International Conference @ATS_AII for those that want to follow AII 

specific content during the meeting.  

 

In the coming months, we will begin releasing podcasts in the ñATS Podcasts Conversationsò feed which 

features brief discussions with experts from assemblies throughout the ATS on a rotating basis. We will also 

begin featuring ñATS Quick Hitsò on the website and twitter. Quick Hits will feature a brief image or figure con-

taining an interesting clinical or scientific finding with a brief description of its significance such as an interesting 

flow-volume loop from a patient with asthma or an interesting image/figure from a recent publication that a mem-

ber wishes to share. Lastly, Drs. Mark Aronica and Praveen Akuthota are working on redesigning the asthma 

website with a relaunch coming in the next few months. We are always looking for members who are interested in 

the web committee either as members or with content submissions for our Quick Hits or podcast topics. Feel free 

to contact chairs Matthew Exline or Praveen Akuthota with any questions. 

 

 

One of our top priorities has been to expand the participation of young professionals and international members in 

our assembly.  We currently have active members from the US, Canada, Europe, Japan, Australia, and China on 

our Executive, Program, and Nominating Committees.  Importantly, our Early Career Professionals Working 

Group, led by Megan Ballinger and Beth Besecker, has inspired and helped shape many of the new programs that 

I will describe below.  They are an amazing group! 

 

 

Goals 

1. Provide an avenue for junior faculty and trainee participation and networking in the AII Assembly. 

2. Help with navigating the ATS meeting 

Expectations for Mentors 

1. Introduce yourself and start a dialog with assigned mentee via phone, email or social networking media before 

the ATS meeting 

2. Arrange a face to face meeting at some point during the ATS meeting. If possible, attend the AII Welcome 

Orientation Meeting on Monday May 16th, held immediately before the AII Assembly meeting. 

3. Encourage mentee to attend (with you) AII/RCMB joint Assembly reception following the business meeting. 

Expectations for Mentees 

1. Introduce yourself and start a dialog with your assigned mentor. via phone, email or social networking media 

before the ATS meeting 

2. Be proactive about communication, while being considerate of your mentor's time. 

3. Plan on attending the AII Welcome Orientation Meeting on Monday May 16th (immediately before the As-

sembly meeting) and the AII/RCMB joint Assembly reception following the business meeting that same even-

ing. 
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The AII journal club has evolved and matured over the last year with three recent highly successful journal 

clubs.  This has been organized largely by the Early Career Professionals Working Group with the help of Praveen 

Akuthota and Blanca Himes. Another journal club is planned for the beginning of June and we encourage our 

membership to stay tuned for additional information.  We have several novel aspects to the journal club including 

the participation of the authors of the manuscript being discussed, as well as publication of the discussion in the 

Faculty of 1000 with the oversight of Bruce Levy.  This enables trainees and young faculty who are primary dis-

cussants of these articles to obtain a peer reviewed publication from their efforts. 

Our most recent Journal Club was on March 30th. It featured the article: ñFlow Cytometric Analysis of Myeloid 

Cells in Human Blood, Bronchoalveolar Lavage and Lung Tissuesò by Yen-Rei Yu and colleagues that appeared 

in January 2016 in AJRCMB. We were fortunate to have Dr. Robert Tighe, from Duke University, as the featured 

discussant. Please find this Journal Club presentation and all our other past journal club presentations on our 

webpage. (http://www.thoracic.org/members/assemblies/assemblies/aii/journal-club/).  

AII Journal Club  

 

http://www.thoracic.org/members/assemblies/assemblies/aii/journal-club/C:/Users/vcrevecoeur/Documents/08-06-2015%20webinar_data
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Assembly on  

Allergy, Immunology and Inflammation 

Membership Meeting 

 
Monday, May 16th  

5:00pm-7:00pm 

San Francisco Marriott Marquis 

 

Golden Gate A  

B2 Level  

Allergy, Immunology and Inflammation 

& 

Respiratory Cell and Molecular Biology  

 Joint Reception 

 
Monday, May 16th  

7:00pm-10:00pm   

San Francisco Marriott Marquis 

 

Golden Gate C 

B2 Level  

ANNOUNCING ATS FOUNDATION RESEARCH PROGRAM AWARDEES  
 

The ATS Foundation is pleased to announce the grant and award recipients for the 2015-2016 grant cycle. The 

support of our members, donors, and partners helps make these awards possibleðthank you! These grants and 

awards support research encompassing pulmonary, critical care, and sleep illnesses. In addition, they provide 

crucial support for early stage investigators from around the world. To see the awardees please click here. 

(http://foundation.thoracic.org/what-we-do/2015-research-awardees.php)  

 

Deadline for Letters of Intent to be submitted: June 20th, 2016  

Patient Education Materials Available at the 2016 International Conference 
 

The ATS now maintains over 100 patient education handouts as part of its Patient Information Series.  The Series includes a wide 

variety of pulmonary/critical care/sleep topics including: Bronchoscopy, Pneumonia, Mechanical Ventilation, Oxygen Therapy, 

Asthma, COPD, PFTs, Sleep Testing, Lung Cancer, COPD, VCD, and Palliative Care. 

 

In addition to the Patient Information Series, a new Lung Cancer Screening Decision Aid is now available for free on the ATS 

Website, with bulk copies available for purchase. 

 

All are encouraged to use these free-access materials, which are published in the ARJCCM, posted on the ATS Website at 

www.thoracic.org/patients and can be provided upon request in alternative formats for EMR systems.  Stop by the ATS Center in 

San Francisco to view copies of these materials.  Contact Judy Corn, ATS Staff, at jcorn@thoracic.org for additional information.  

http://foundation.thoracic.org/what-we-do/2015-research-awardees.php
http://www.thoracic.org/patients
mailto:jcorn@thoracic.org
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Submit an Assembly/Committee Project Application  
for funding in FY2017!  

 

We are happy to announce that ATS will once again accept NEW Assembly/Committee Projects for FY2017. 

All interested applicants should begin developing their ideas for Assembly/Committee Project Applications. 

Applications will be available on the ATS website at www.thoracic.org . 

 
Please consider submitting an application for an Assembly/Committee project. If you have a suggestion for a 

project application and you need assistance, please contact your  Assembly Planning Committee Chair Dr. 

Angela Rogers, MD at ajrogers@stanford.edu.   

For questions regarding submissions please contact Miriam Rodriguez at tel: 212/315-8639 or email: 

mrodriguez@thoracic.org.  

Did you know that as an ATS member you: 
 

¶ Receive a discount of 20% (average) on education products at the ATS Store?   

¶ Benefit from FREE ABIM and ABP MOC self-assessment products? 

¶ Have access to NEW member benefits that include: 

Significant discounts on Springer respiratory books (print copies), and FREE online access to this 

book series,  

Copies of our new ATS pocket guidelines.  

 

Save $1,200 ï or more ï per year on ATS products and services over nonmember rates. 

 

See why members love the ATS!   Link: http://www.thoracic.org/members/membership/  
 

*Trainee members receive 30% and Affiliate members 10%  

Want to get Involved with the AII Assembly??? 
 

Individuals interested in becoming more involved in the AII assembly and the ATS as a whole are invited to 

attend a brief orientation meeting that takes place 20 minutes before the Assembly Member 

meeting.  Participants will meet current junior and senior professionals involved in AII leadership, learn about 

the Assemblyôs structure and ways to participate and get involved.   

 

For additional information,  please contact the co-chairs of the AII Early Career Professionals Working Group   

 

Megan Ballinger, PhD megan.ballinger@osumc.edu and Beth Besecker, MD beth.besecker@osumc.edu 

http://www.thoracic.org/
mailto:mrodriguez@thoracic.org
mailto:mrodriguez@thoracic.org
mailto:odriguez@thoracic.org
http://store.thoracic.org/
http://store.thoracic.org/
http://www.thoracic.org/members/membership/join-the-ats/member-benefits.php
http://www.thoracic.org/members/membership/
mailto:megan.ballinger@osumc.edu
mailto:beth.besecker@osumc.edu
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